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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 3723 6.1 2.1 10 60.8 99.7
2 3704 5.5 2.2 10 54.8 99.2
3 3661 4.3 2.1 10 43.4 98.1
4 3592 4.9 2.1 10 49.3 96.2
5 3616 19.9 7 40 49.8 96.9
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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SECTION A: 40 marks

Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow.

In this extract, Ian is the teenage son of a doctor and he lives in a remote part of Canada. 
Pete is his closest friend.

In the evening Ian and Pete went fishing, like always. Sometimes Pete explored the bays along 
the western shore of the lake, but that wasn’t serious fishing, that was to find good spots to take 
tourists. Eighteen year old Pete was having a busy summer. A lawyer from New York had hired 
him as a hunting guide to take him pike fishing and word had got round that he was reliable. 
The tourists paid him good money but the main reason Pete helped them was to keep them 
away from Hopeless Inlet where he had almost been pulled out of his boat a year ago. Since 
then Pete’s mission in life had been to get even with the pike that had grabbed his line. He was 
obsessed. He didn’t want anyone else to catch it. He was still after that fish. They’d seen no sign 
of it but he was convinced it was there. Pete had caught some very big pike but he insisted none 
of them was the fish that had nearly pulled him from his boat.
‘He’s there. He’s right down there. I can feel him.’
It made no difference to Ian where or why they fished. He was in love with fishing even though 
he hardly ever caught anything. There was something about being out on the water, the silvery 
surface hiding the life-and-death struggles underneath, the long stretches of peacefulness that 
might be broken at any moment by a burst of savage excitement.
You could think during those long stretches, or, better still, you could not think. Lately he had to 
fight to keep the thoughts at bay. Always the same thoughts: his future, what he was going to 
do with his life. His indecision was driving him insane. He wished he could be more like Pete in 
that regard. Pete had an admirable attitude to life. He wasn’t sure what he was going to do next. 
He had a couple of ideas, he said, but he made life sound like a fabulous game and so simple. 
‘Just let things happen,’ he advised. ‘It’s the only way to live.’ If only it were that easy to resist the 
pressure to do what other people expect. It took courage and imagination to do that. Ian was 
starting to think he didn’t have either.
The previous night he had drawn up a list of every career he could think of, everything from a 
doctor to a chimney sweep. Then he started crossing them off (starting with ‘doctor’, his father’s 
profession), so that there would be only a few left for him to think about. The problem was, he’d 
crossed them all off. Every single one seemed to him predictable, boring or ridiculous.
‘Have you decided what you are going to do?’ Ian said to Pete, startling himself because he 
hadn’t intended to ask until he had made up his own mind.
‘When?’ Pete said.
‘For the rest of your life,’ Ian replied.
‘Oh, yeah.’
Ian looked at him in surprise. ‘You have? When?’
‘A while ago,’ said Pete.
‘Why didn’t you tell me?’
‘I’ve been waiting for you to make up your mind.’
‘Tell me now,’ Ian insisted. ‘Maybe it will help me.’
‘No.’
‘Why not?’
‘You have to make up your own mind first,’ said Pete.
Ian was starting to get annoyed and didn’t want to play games. There was a faint tug on the 
line. Pete said quietly, ‘You’ve got something.’ Ian held his breath. There was something there 
all right. He jerked the rod backwards, hard. There was a savage yank from the other end. The 
rod arched over, the line screamed out of the reel and a second later a long, streamlined shape 
shot out of the water, sailed into the air – and was gone.
‘Damn!’ Ian said. ‘I’ve lost him.’
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‘He was smart. He knew exactly what to do.’ Pete said, which was a generous thing to say.
They fished. Ian’s heartbeat slowly returned to normal. He felt better, despite losing the pike. 
That was the thing about fishing – it was almost impossible to stay wound up for long.
Ian looked up at the birds flying above and suddenly it came to him – a brand new idea. ‘I’ve got 
it!’ he said. ‘I know what I’m going to do! At last! I know what I’m going to do!’
Pete reached under his seat, pulled out a bottle of Coke and prised the top off. ‘What?’ he 
asked, taking a swig.
‘I’m going to be a pilot!’ Ian announced.
It was so perfect that he was amazed that he hadn’t thought of it before. It was totally different 
from what everyone expected of him, and it was a good job – interesting, respected, well-paid, 
the lot. Nobody – not his father, not his teachers, not even Pete – could disapprove.
Pete choked, and Coke shot out of his nose. He started laughing.
‘What’s so funny?’ Ian said, but that only made Pete worse. He howled with laughter, rocking 
the boat.
Ian felt nervous and didn’t know why. ‘If you don’t tell me what you’ve decided to do in three 
seconds flat, I’m going to throw you overboard.’
‘I’m not going on to university,’ Pete said. ‘I’m staying here. I’m going to set up a fishing business 
for the tourists.’
‘When did you decide this?’ Ian asked.
‘Why does it matter when I decided?’
‘I’m just curious,’ said Ian. But he wasn’t curious, he was angry. Angry and somehow betrayed. 
Ian knew Pete thought for himself and he had always thought Pete would end up doing something 
impressive. Pete said simply, ‘I can’t leave this place. Everything I care about is here.’
Ian said, ‘But that’s because that’s all you know. You don’t even know what’s out there.’
‘No,’ Pete said. ‘But I know what’s important to me.’
Ian replied bitterly, ‘People are going to think you’re too scared to leave. You know that, don’t 
you?’
Pete said mildly, ‘You care too much what people think. At least I’m not doing something I don’t 
want to do just to prove a point.’
‘What’s that supposed to mean?’ Ian said, hot with anger now.
‘You know what it means.’
‘No, I don’t.’
‘Then you’re dumber than I thought,’ Pete said, still mild as milk. ‘Go work it out.’
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Look at lines 1-11.

A1. What do you learn about Pete in this extract? [10]





Sticky Note
This candidate provides two simple comments with reference to the text. There is some attempt to explain the evidence used but a lack of range in the answer.  A mark of 3 is fair.

Sticky Note
Relevant spot with textual support.

Sticky Note
Now the point is made more clearly.

Sticky Note
This point is a little vague.  It needs to be more firmly rooted in the text.





Sticky Note
This candidate reaches a sensible understanding of Pete's character.  S/he is able to pick out some details about Pete and is beginning to show awareness of implicit meaning.  A greater range of evidence with more explanation would have improved the mark.6 marks.

Polygonal Line
There is some exploration of meaning here - the idea that Pete has 'his own intentions for doing so' begins to look at his motivation

Polygonal Line
Candidate is again trying to push on with this point. Combined with the area commented on above, there is a sensible understanding of Pete's motivation in relation to the pike.







Sticky Note
Although the technique isn't always that sophisticated, this candidate has already amassed a range of points and demonstrated the ability to make inferences in relation to Pete's character.



Sticky Note
Candidate builds on evidence and selects and appropriate range of material that works together with the points being made.

Sticky Note
Good.  Clearly selecting appropriate textual evidence and making perceptive points in relation to it.  

Sticky Note
This is a thorough and well-considered answer which tracks through the text making a number of well-supported points  and inferences about Pete in relation to the question.
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SECTION A: 40 marks

Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow.

In this extract, Ian is the teenage son of a doctor and he lives in a remote part of Canada. 
Pete is his closest friend.

In the evening Ian and Pete went fishing, like always. Sometimes Pete explored the bays along 
the western shore of the lake, but that wasn’t serious fishing, that was to find good spots to take 
tourists. Eighteen year old Pete was having a busy summer. A lawyer from New York had hired 
him as a hunting guide to take him pike fishing and word had got round that he was reliable. 
The tourists paid him good money but the main reason Pete helped them was to keep them 
away from Hopeless Inlet where he had almost been pulled out of his boat a year ago. Since 
then Pete’s mission in life had been to get even with the pike that had grabbed his line. He was 
obsessed. He didn’t want anyone else to catch it. He was still after that fish. They’d seen no sign 
of it but he was convinced it was there. Pete had caught some very big pike but he insisted none 
of them was the fish that had nearly pulled him from his boat.
‘He’s there. He’s right down there. I can feel him.’
It made no difference to Ian where or why they fished. He was in love with fishing even though 
he hardly ever caught anything. There was something about being out on the water, the silvery 
surface hiding the life-and-death struggles underneath, the long stretches of peacefulness that 
might be broken at any moment by a burst of savage excitement.
You could think during those long stretches, or, better still, you could not think. Lately he had to 
fight to keep the thoughts at bay. Always the same thoughts: his future, what he was going to 
do with his life. His indecision was driving him insane. He wished he could be more like Pete in 
that regard. Pete had an admirable attitude to life. He wasn’t sure what he was going to do next. 
He had a couple of ideas, he said, but he made life sound like a fabulous game and so simple. 
‘Just let things happen,’ he advised. ‘It’s the only way to live.’ If only it were that easy to resist the 
pressure to do what other people expect. It took courage and imagination to do that. Ian was 
starting to think he didn’t have either.
The previous night he had drawn up a list of every career he could think of, everything from a 
doctor to a chimney sweep. Then he started crossing them off (starting with ‘doctor’, his father’s 
profession), so that there would be only a few left for him to think about. The problem was, he’d 
crossed them all off. Every single one seemed to him predictable, boring or ridiculous.
‘Have you decided what you are going to do?’ Ian said to Pete, startling himself because he 
hadn’t intended to ask until he had made up his own mind.
‘When?’ Pete said.
‘For the rest of your life,’ Ian replied.
‘Oh, yeah.’
Ian looked at him in surprise. ‘You have? When?’
‘A while ago,’ said Pete.
‘Why didn’t you tell me?’
‘I’ve been waiting for you to make up your mind.’
‘Tell me now,’ Ian insisted. ‘Maybe it will help me.’
‘No.’
‘Why not?’
‘You have to make up your own mind first,’ said Pete.
Ian was starting to get annoyed and didn’t want to play games. There was a faint tug on the 
line. Pete said quietly, ‘You’ve got something.’ Ian held his breath. There was something there 
all right. He jerked the rod backwards, hard. There was a savage yank from the other end. The 
rod arched over, the line screamed out of the reel and a second later a long, streamlined shape 
shot out of the water, sailed into the air – and was gone.
‘Damn!’ Ian said. ‘I’ve lost him.’
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‘He was smart. He knew exactly what to do.’ Pete said, which was a generous thing to say.
They fished. Ian’s heartbeat slowly returned to normal. He felt better, despite losing the pike. 
That was the thing about fishing – it was almost impossible to stay wound up for long.
Ian looked up at the birds flying above and suddenly it came to him – a brand new idea. ‘I’ve got 
it!’ he said. ‘I know what I’m going to do! At last! I know what I’m going to do!’
Pete reached under his seat, pulled out a bottle of Coke and prised the top off. ‘What?’ he 
asked, taking a swig.
‘I’m going to be a pilot!’ Ian announced.
It was so perfect that he was amazed that he hadn’t thought of it before. It was totally different 
from what everyone expected of him, and it was a good job – interesting, respected, well-paid, 
the lot. Nobody – not his father, not his teachers, not even Pete – could disapprove.
Pete choked, and Coke shot out of his nose. He started laughing.
‘What’s so funny?’ Ian said, but that only made Pete worse. He howled with laughter, rocking 
the boat.
Ian felt nervous and didn’t know why. ‘If you don’t tell me what you’ve decided to do in three 
seconds flat, I’m going to throw you overboard.’
‘I’m not going on to university,’ Pete said. ‘I’m staying here. I’m going to set up a fishing business 
for the tourists.’
‘When did you decide this?’ Ian asked.
‘Why does it matter when I decided?’
‘I’m just curious,’ said Ian. But he wasn’t curious, he was angry. Angry and somehow betrayed. 
Ian knew Pete thought for himself and he had always thought Pete would end up doing something 
impressive. Pete said simply, ‘I can’t leave this place. Everything I care about is here.’
Ian said, ‘But that’s because that’s all you know. You don’t even know what’s out there.’
‘No,’ Pete said. ‘But I know what’s important to me.’
Ian replied bitterly, ‘People are going to think you’re too scared to leave. You know that, don’t 
you?’
Pete said mildly, ‘You care too much what people think. At least I’m not doing something I don’t 
want to do just to prove a point.’
‘What’s that supposed to mean?’ Ian said, hot with anger now.
‘You know what it means.’
‘No, I don’t.’
‘Then you’re dumber than I thought,’ Pete said, still mild as milk. ‘Go work it out.’
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Look at lines 12-27.

A2. What are Ian’s thoughts and feelings in these lines? [10]
You should track through these lines carefully.





Sticky Note
This response fits band 2 and is worth 4 marks.  The candidate correctly identifies some of Ian's thoughts and feelings relating to his enjoyment of fishing and his concern for his future.  The comments are mostly based on surface features but there is some inference - for example, the sense that 'he had given up' in relation to his career choice.  There is some understanding and cohesion shown.  Although some points are made a little clumsily it is clear that they are heading in the right direction.

Sticky Note
Expression a little awkward - not really making the point clearly although the candidate is 'on task' and it is possible to see where s/he is going with this.

Sticky Note
A little vague here. Needs to elaborate on this point really.







Polygonal Line
Initially some identification of his feelings although not explicitly expressed.

Polygonal Line
This section is quite vague and does not really add anything to the feelings that have already been credited above.

Polygonal Line
The candidate correctly identifies Ian's feelings in relation to fishing. Again, some time is devoted to this area which does not really increase the level of credit which it can receive.

Polygonal Line
This section is speculative and not worthy of credit.



Sticky Note
This response fits Band 2 and is worth 5 marks.  The candidate does not entirely focus on the question, seeming to write more of what we learn about Ian, at times, rather than identifying clear thoughts and feelings that he has.  There is some awareness of obvious explicit meanings but the commentary is not entirely rooted in the text and tends towards the speculative at times.





Sticky Note
This answer accurately covers a range of Ian's thoughts and feelings and purposefully tracks through the text.  There is understanding and some cohesion to this answer. A mark just into Band 4 is appropriate.  

Polygonal Line
There is an immediate focus on the question and the candidate sensible tackles the text chronologically
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SECTION A: 40 marks

Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow.

In this extract, Ian is the teenage son of a doctor and he lives in a remote part of Canada. 
Pete is his closest friend.

In the evening Ian and Pete went fishing, like always. Sometimes Pete explored the bays along 
the western shore of the lake, but that wasn’t serious fishing, that was to find good spots to take 
tourists. Eighteen year old Pete was having a busy summer. A lawyer from New York had hired 
him as a hunting guide to take him pike fishing and word had got round that he was reliable. 
The tourists paid him good money but the main reason Pete helped them was to keep them 
away from Hopeless Inlet where he had almost been pulled out of his boat a year ago. Since 
then Pete’s mission in life had been to get even with the pike that had grabbed his line. He was 
obsessed. He didn’t want anyone else to catch it. He was still after that fish. They’d seen no sign 
of it but he was convinced it was there. Pete had caught some very big pike but he insisted none 
of them was the fish that had nearly pulled him from his boat.
‘He’s there. He’s right down there. I can feel him.’
It made no difference to Ian where or why they fished. He was in love with fishing even though 
he hardly ever caught anything. There was something about being out on the water, the silvery 
surface hiding the life-and-death struggles underneath, the long stretches of peacefulness that 
might be broken at any moment by a burst of savage excitement.
You could think during those long stretches, or, better still, you could not think. Lately he had to 
fight to keep the thoughts at bay. Always the same thoughts: his future, what he was going to 
do with his life. His indecision was driving him insane. He wished he could be more like Pete in 
that regard. Pete had an admirable attitude to life. He wasn’t sure what he was going to do next. 
He had a couple of ideas, he said, but he made life sound like a fabulous game and so simple. 
‘Just let things happen,’ he advised. ‘It’s the only way to live.’ If only it were that easy to resist the 
pressure to do what other people expect. It took courage and imagination to do that. Ian was 
starting to think he didn’t have either.
The previous night he had drawn up a list of every career he could think of, everything from a 
doctor to a chimney sweep. Then he started crossing them off (starting with ‘doctor’, his father’s 
profession), so that there would be only a few left for him to think about. The problem was, he’d 
crossed them all off. Every single one seemed to him predictable, boring or ridiculous.
‘Have you decided what you are going to do?’ Ian said to Pete, startling himself because he 
hadn’t intended to ask until he had made up his own mind.
‘When?’ Pete said.
‘For the rest of your life,’ Ian replied.
‘Oh, yeah.’
Ian looked at him in surprise. ‘You have? When?’
‘A while ago,’ said Pete.
‘Why didn’t you tell me?’
‘I’ve been waiting for you to make up your mind.’
‘Tell me now,’ Ian insisted. ‘Maybe it will help me.’
‘No.’
‘Why not?’
‘You have to make up your own mind first,’ said Pete.
Ian was starting to get annoyed and didn’t want to play games. There was a faint tug on the 
line. Pete said quietly, ‘You’ve got something.’ Ian held his breath. There was something there 
all right. He jerked the rod backwards, hard. There was a savage yank from the other end. The 
rod arched over, the line screamed out of the reel and a second later a long, streamlined shape 
shot out of the water, sailed into the air – and was gone.
‘Damn!’ Ian said. ‘I’ve lost him.’
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‘He was smart. He knew exactly what to do.’ Pete said, which was a generous thing to say.
They fished. Ian’s heartbeat slowly returned to normal. He felt better, despite losing the pike. 
That was the thing about fishing – it was almost impossible to stay wound up for long.
Ian looked up at the birds flying above and suddenly it came to him – a brand new idea. ‘I’ve got 
it!’ he said. ‘I know what I’m going to do! At last! I know what I’m going to do!’
Pete reached under his seat, pulled out a bottle of Coke and prised the top off. ‘What?’ he 
asked, taking a swig.
‘I’m going to be a pilot!’ Ian announced.
It was so perfect that he was amazed that he hadn’t thought of it before. It was totally different 
from what everyone expected of him, and it was a good job – interesting, respected, well-paid, 
the lot. Nobody – not his father, not his teachers, not even Pete – could disapprove.
Pete choked, and Coke shot out of his nose. He started laughing.
‘What’s so funny?’ Ian said, but that only made Pete worse. He howled with laughter, rocking 
the boat.
Ian felt nervous and didn’t know why. ‘If you don’t tell me what you’ve decided to do in three 
seconds flat, I’m going to throw you overboard.’
‘I’m not going on to university,’ Pete said. ‘I’m staying here. I’m going to set up a fishing business 
for the tourists.’
‘When did you decide this?’ Ian asked.
‘Why does it matter when I decided?’
‘I’m just curious,’ said Ian. But he wasn’t curious, he was angry. Angry and somehow betrayed. 
Ian knew Pete thought for himself and he had always thought Pete would end up doing something 
impressive. Pete said simply, ‘I can’t leave this place. Everything I care about is here.’
Ian said, ‘But that’s because that’s all you know. You don’t even know what’s out there.’
‘No,’ Pete said. ‘But I know what’s important to me.’
Ian replied bitterly, ‘People are going to think you’re too scared to leave. You know that, don’t 
you?’
Pete said mildly, ‘You care too much what people think. At least I’m not doing something I don’t 
want to do just to prove a point.’
‘What’s that supposed to mean?’ Ian said, hot with anger now.
‘You know what it means.’
‘No, I don’t.’
‘Then you’re dumber than I thought,’ Pete said, still mild as milk. ‘Go work it out.’
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Look at lines 28-49.

A3. What do you think about the friendship between Ian and Pete? [10]
You must use evidence from the text to support your answer.







Sticky Note
Valid inference.

Sticky Note
A reasonable overview point on the friendship.

Sticky Note
This comment lacks a sense of the question and what is required.



Sticky Note
This response reaches the top of Band 1.  The ability to make simple points based on surface features is shown  but s/he struggles to explore or accurately explain implicit meaning.  There is also an element of misreading. 3 marks.

Sticky Note
There is limited clarity to this point and the inference is not right.  The candidate is struggling to make a clear point with this piece of evidence.

Sticky Note
This is speculative and there is no basis for this assumption

Polygonal Line
Slightly clumsy - the friendship isn't 'suprising' but does eventually get to the point that Ian was 'shocked' that Pete hadn't confided in him.





Sticky Note
This candidate achieves a mark just into Band 2.  S/he makes a couple of simple comments and tries to demonstrate awareness of implicit meaning but this is not always successful.  There is also evidence of some speculation here and misreading.  4 marks.

Sticky Note
Tries to push on with the inference here

Sticky Note
This is speculative.  There is no evidence to suggest this is what motivates Pete's reluctance to tell Ian what he has decided to do.

Sticky Note
Adds a little to the point about their close friendship but struggling to make coherent points in relation to their discussion of the future.

Sticky Note
This is not what happens in the text.









Sticky Note
This response clearly demonstrates the ability to 'stand back' from the text and provide an overview in response to the question.  The candidate demonstrates the ability to select appropriate detail to reach a well-considered response.  It achieves a mark of 8, just into the top band.  For a mark higher in the band a greater range of evidence and explanation would be required but there is no doubting the understanding of the boys' relationship here. 
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SECTION A: 40 marks

Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow.

In this extract, Ian is the teenage son of a doctor and he lives in a remote part of Canada. 
Pete is his closest friend.

In the evening Ian and Pete went fishing, like always. Sometimes Pete explored the bays along 
the western shore of the lake, but that wasn’t serious fishing, that was to find good spots to take 
tourists. Eighteen year old Pete was having a busy summer. A lawyer from New York had hired 
him as a hunting guide to take him pike fishing and word had got round that he was reliable. 
The tourists paid him good money but the main reason Pete helped them was to keep them 
away from Hopeless Inlet where he had almost been pulled out of his boat a year ago. Since 
then Pete’s mission in life had been to get even with the pike that had grabbed his line. He was 
obsessed. He didn’t want anyone else to catch it. He was still after that fish. They’d seen no sign 
of it but he was convinced it was there. Pete had caught some very big pike but he insisted none 
of them was the fish that had nearly pulled him from his boat.
‘He’s there. He’s right down there. I can feel him.’
It made no difference to Ian where or why they fished. He was in love with fishing even though 
he hardly ever caught anything. There was something about being out on the water, the silvery 
surface hiding the life-and-death struggles underneath, the long stretches of peacefulness that 
might be broken at any moment by a burst of savage excitement.
You could think during those long stretches, or, better still, you could not think. Lately he had to 
fight to keep the thoughts at bay. Always the same thoughts: his future, what he was going to 
do with his life. His indecision was driving him insane. He wished he could be more like Pete in 
that regard. Pete had an admirable attitude to life. He wasn’t sure what he was going to do next. 
He had a couple of ideas, he said, but he made life sound like a fabulous game and so simple. 
‘Just let things happen,’ he advised. ‘It’s the only way to live.’ If only it were that easy to resist the 
pressure to do what other people expect. It took courage and imagination to do that. Ian was 
starting to think he didn’t have either.
The previous night he had drawn up a list of every career he could think of, everything from a 
doctor to a chimney sweep. Then he started crossing them off (starting with ‘doctor’, his father’s 
profession), so that there would be only a few left for him to think about. The problem was, he’d 
crossed them all off. Every single one seemed to him predictable, boring or ridiculous.
‘Have you decided what you are going to do?’ Ian said to Pete, startling himself because he 
hadn’t intended to ask until he had made up his own mind.
‘When?’ Pete said.
‘For the rest of your life,’ Ian replied.
‘Oh, yeah.’
Ian looked at him in surprise. ‘You have? When?’
‘A while ago,’ said Pete.
‘Why didn’t you tell me?’
‘I’ve been waiting for you to make up your mind.’
‘Tell me now,’ Ian insisted. ‘Maybe it will help me.’
‘No.’
‘Why not?’
‘You have to make up your own mind first,’ said Pete.
Ian was starting to get annoyed and didn’t want to play games. There was a faint tug on the 
line. Pete said quietly, ‘You’ve got something.’ Ian held his breath. There was something there 
all right. He jerked the rod backwards, hard. There was a savage yank from the other end. The 
rod arched over, the line screamed out of the reel and a second later a long, streamlined shape 
shot out of the water, sailed into the air – and was gone.
‘Damn!’ Ian said. ‘I’ve lost him.’
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‘He was smart. He knew exactly what to do.’ Pete said, which was a generous thing to say.
They fished. Ian’s heartbeat slowly returned to normal. He felt better, despite losing the pike. 
That was the thing about fishing – it was almost impossible to stay wound up for long.
Ian looked up at the birds flying above and suddenly it came to him – a brand new idea. ‘I’ve got 
it!’ he said. ‘I know what I’m going to do! At last! I know what I’m going to do!’
Pete reached under his seat, pulled out a bottle of Coke and prised the top off. ‘What?’ he 
asked, taking a swig.
‘I’m going to be a pilot!’ Ian announced.
It was so perfect that he was amazed that he hadn’t thought of it before. It was totally different 
from what everyone expected of him, and it was a good job – interesting, respected, well-paid, 
the lot. Nobody – not his father, not his teachers, not even Pete – could disapprove.
Pete choked, and Coke shot out of his nose. He started laughing.
‘What’s so funny?’ Ian said, but that only made Pete worse. He howled with laughter, rocking 
the boat.
Ian felt nervous and didn’t know why. ‘If you don’t tell me what you’ve decided to do in three 
seconds flat, I’m going to throw you overboard.’
‘I’m not going on to university,’ Pete said. ‘I’m staying here. I’m going to set up a fishing business 
for the tourists.’
‘When did you decide this?’ Ian asked.
‘Why does it matter when I decided?’
‘I’m just curious,’ said Ian. But he wasn’t curious, he was angry. Angry and somehow betrayed. 
Ian knew Pete thought for himself and he had always thought Pete would end up doing something 
impressive. Pete said simply, ‘I can’t leave this place. Everything I care about is here.’
Ian said, ‘But that’s because that’s all you know. You don’t even know what’s out there.’
‘No,’ Pete said. ‘But I know what’s important to me.’
Ian replied bitterly, ‘People are going to think you’re too scared to leave. You know that, don’t 
you?’
Pete said mildly, ‘You care too much what people think. At least I’m not doing something I don’t 
want to do just to prove a point.’
‘What’s that supposed to mean?’ Ian said, hot with anger now.
‘You know what it means.’
‘No, I don’t.’
‘Then you’re dumber than I thought,’ Pete said, still mild as milk. ‘Go work it out.’

Mary Lawson: The Other Side of the Bridge
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Look at lines 50-79.

A4. What happens in these lines? [10]
How do you react to what happens?





Sticky Note
This candidate makes some quite simple comments and shows a straightforward awareness of implict meaning.  There is a limited range of points made though which limits the extent to which the first part of the question can be answered.  There is perhaps some implicit personal response which is made through inference but again this is only in relation to a limited range of points.  A mark just into the second band is fair.4 marks.





Sticky Note
Although this is not always well lined up and there is some speculative commentary, the candidate does select and begin to analyse a range of appropriate material from the text. There is generally a clear understanding of 'what happens' with some implicit personal response made. A mark secure in Band 3. 7 marks.

Sticky Note
This is mostly speculative - there is no support for the view that Ian felt Pete 'would involve' him in his future.  The candidate does get closer with the fact that by 'not even telling him, Ian thinks that his best friend has betrayed him' but the main point suggests understanding is not entirely clear.









Sticky Note
This candidate shows a clear sense of what takes place in the extract and makes valid and well-considered personal response.  A mark in Band 4 is appropriate.  For 10 the candidate would need to have linked his/her personal response to a greater range of textual support.  This is a good answer though with some very clear understanding in evidence.9 marks.
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SECTION B: 40 marks

Answer Question B1.

In this section you will be assessed for your writing skills, including the presentation of your work.

Think about the content and organisation of your writing before you begin. Take special care with 
handwriting, spelling and punctuation.

The quality of your writing is more important than its length.
You should write about two or three pages in your answer book.

B1. Choose one of the following titles for your writing. [40]

 Either, (a) The Departure.

 Or, (b) Write about a story which ends with the following:
   … Was this really my fault?

 Or, (c) The Treat.

 Or, (d) Continue the following:
   Surely this couldn’t be happening again?

 Or, (e) Write about an incident when you felt very pleased with yourself.

Text published by Vintage. Reprinted by permission of the Random House Group Limited.











Sticky Note
The character is carefully constructed.  Subtle hints at obsessive personality are beginning to be stepped up.



Sticky Note
This response gains a mark in Band for both Content and Organisation and SSPS.  The narrative is effectively constructed and sustained.  Characterisation is convincing and developed with imagination and originality.  There is a tight structure and sense of purpose to the piece.  The reader is intrigued by the character and the sense of pace is effective in sustaining that interest.  A mark of 25 is fair for Content and Organisation.  For SSPS there are virtually no errors.  There is an overall simplicity to the structure but this is quite evidently deliberate and in keeping with the characterisation of the piece.  A mark of 10 (just Band 4) is appropriate.

Sticky Note
Effective repetition of the opening.  









Swain
Sticky Note
Begins well.  Creates a sense of intrigue about narrator and the event that follows.





Swain
Sticky Note
Some basic grammatical errors

Swain
Sticky Note
This response gains a mark at the top of Band 3 for Content and Organisation (given 21 marks).  The narrative is organised and purposefully sequenced with a convincing plot and characters.  There is shape and detail and the candidate works to engage with appropriate detail.  With SSPS, although there is some ambition to style and structure and the use of a range of features, a number of errors occur - some of which are quite basic.  A 'best fit' mark of 7 (top of Band 2) is given.

Oval

Oval







Pencil

Pencil



Sticky Note
This response gains a mark within Band 2 for Content and Organisation (given 10 marks) and a mark in Band 1 for SSPS (given 5 marks).  The response shows some control of plot and characterisation and perspective is maintained.  There is some evidence of conscious construction - with odd moments of dialogue and the attempt to develop detail evident at times.  However, plot development is limited really and some awkwardness to expression affects clarity.  For SSPS, sentences are generally demarcated with some accuracy but the use of tenses is frequently limited.  The quality of spelling varies but is there is some frequency to errors here. 
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Level 1/Level 2 Certificate in English Language 
 


9700-01 Paper 1 
 


Marking Instructions - Summer 2014 
 


Look at lines 1-11 
A1 What do you learn about Pete in this extract? [10] 
 
This question tests the ability to read with insight and engagement, to make appropriate references 
to texts and to sustain an interpretation. 
 
0 marks: nothing attempted or not worthy of credit. 
 
Give 1-3 marks to those who make simple comments with occasional reference to the text, or copy 
unselectively. 
 
Give 4-5 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on surface 
features of the text and/or show awareness of more straightforward implicit meanings.  
 
Give 6-7 marks, according to quality, to those who select appropriate material from the text to 
reach a sensible understanding of character. These answers should show understanding and 
some cohesion.   
 
Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who select appropriate material from the text to 
reach a well-considered and detailed response. The best answers should be thorough as well as 
perceptive, covering a range of points accurately and with an assured grasp of character. 
 
Some points that candidates may explore: 


 Pete and Ian ‘always’ went fishing / they liked fishing 


 Pete looked for ‘good spots to take tourists’ / sometimes explored the bays ‘along the Western 


Shore’ 


 Pete was eighteen. 


 Pete was having a ‘busy summer’ 


 Pete is ‘in demand’ as a hunting guide / takes tourists fishing 


 Pete is seen as ‘reliable’ 


 he earns ‘good money’ from the tourists 


 he helps them to ‘keep them away from Hopeless Inlet’ 


 Pete has a ‘mission’ to ‘get even’ with a pike which almost pulled him out of a boat 


 he doesn’t want anyone else to catch that fish 


 Pete is obsessed with the fish 


 he is convinced it is there, even though he hasn’t seen it for a long time 


 Pete has ‘caught some very big pike’ / is an able fisherman 


 he insists that none of the large fish he has caught is ‘the one’ 


 Pete is still convinced and says he can ‘feel’ the presence of the fish 


 
Reward valid alternatives.  
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Look at lines 12-27 
A2 What are Ian’s thoughts and feelings in these lines? [10] 
 
This question tests the ability to read with insight and engagement, to make appropriate references 
to texts and to sustain an interpretation. 
 
0 marks: nothing attempted or not worthy of credit. 
 
Give 1-3 marks to those who make simple comments with occasional reference to the text, or copy 
unselectively. 
 
Give 4-5 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on surface 
features of the text and/or show awareness of more obvious implicit meanings.  
 
Give 6-7 marks, according to quality, to those who select and begin to analyse appropriate 
material from the text to reach a sensible understanding of the character. These answers should 
show understanding and some cohesion.    
 
Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who select appropriate material from the text to 
reach a well-considered and detailed response. The best answers should be thorough as well as 
perceptive, covering a range of points with insight and accuracy. 
 
Some points that candidates may explore: 
 


 he was ‘in love’ with fishing – varied reasons – ‘silvery surface hiding the life and death 


struggles underneath’, the ‘peacefulness’ that could be ‘broken at any moment’ by ‘savage 


excitement’ 


 it doesn’t matter where or why - he just likes fishing 


 he likes being able to think 


 he likes being able not to think even better 


 he is troubled by thoughts of his future and what he is going to do with his life 


 his ‘indecision’ is driving him ‘insane’ 


 he wants to be more like Pete 


 he admires Pete’s ‘attitude to life’ 


 he envies the way Pete makes life ‘a fabulous game’ which is ‘so simple’ 


 he thinks about the philosophy of ‘just letting things happen’ 


 he feels it is not easy to ‘resist the pressures’ of doing ‘what other people expect’ 


 he thinks that takes ‘courage’ and ‘imagination’ and that he does not have either 


 he thinks about the list of careers he had drawn up 


 he had started ‘crossing them off’ (starting with ‘doctor’, his father’s profession) 


 he thinks all of his options are ‘predictable, boring or ridiculous’ 


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.   
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 
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SECTION B 


 
 


BAND DESCRIPTORS 
 
The following descriptors have to be applied using the notion of best-fit and there is no 
intention to create a hierarchy of writing styles or content. The candidates themselves set 
the level of difficulty in terms of the choice of content, form and structure as well as in use of 
language. Successful execution must be considered in relation to ambition of approach, and 
examiners must be alert to individual interpretations and judge them on their writing merits. 
 
We cannot be too rigid in our suggestions about the length of answers, but responses which 
are very short will be self-penalising. Be prepared for the unexpected approach. 
 
For this question you will be awarding two marks: 


 content and organisation (28 marks) 


 sentence structure, punctuation, spelling (12 marks) 
 


These marks must be recorded at the end of each response in the body of the script, not in 
the margin. The total mark (out of 40) should be recorded in the right-hand margin and then 
transferred to the front cover. 
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Content and organisation:  28 marks 
 
 
0 marks: not worthy of credit 
 
Band 1  1-9 marks 
 


 basic sense of plot and characterisation 


 simple chronological writing predominates 


 narratives may have a beginning and an ending but content is likely to be 
undeveloped 


 paragraphs may be used to show obvious divisions and to group ideas into some 
order and sequence 


 limited range of vocabulary is used with little variation of word choice for meaning or 
effect 


 
Band 2  10-15 marks 
 


 some control of plot and characterisation (e.g. perspective is maintained) 


 narrative is beginning to show evidence of some conscious construction (e.g. some 
appropriate use of dialogue; topic sentences are supported by relevant detail) 


 there is an appropriate beginning and an apt conclusion 


 narrative is developed to engage the reader’s interest 


 paragraphs are logically ordered and sequenced 


 there is some range of vocabulary, occasionally selected to create effect or to 
convey precise meaning 


 
Band 3  16-21 marks 
 


 overall the writing is controlled and coherent 


 plot and characterisation are convincingly sustained (e.g. dialogue helps to develop 
character) 


 narrative is organised and sequenced purposefully 


 narrative has shape, pace and detail, engaging the reader’s interest 


 detailed content is well organised within and between paragraphs 


 paragraphs of varied length are linked by text connectives and progression is clear 


 there is some use of devices to achieve particular effects 


 there is a range of vocabulary selected to create effect or to convey precise meaning 
 
Band 4  22-28 marks 
 


 the writing is developed with originality and imagination 


 plot and characterisation are effectively constructed and sustained 


 material is selected and prioritised to maintain interest 


 narrative is purposefully organised and sequenced and well paced 


 paragraphs are effectively varied in length and structure to control detail and 
progression 


 cohesion is reinforced by the use of text connectives and other linking devices 


 devices to achieve particular effects are used consciously and effectively 


 a wide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used to create effect or convey 
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Sentence structure, punctuation and spelling:  12 marks 
 
 
0 marks: not worthy of credit 
 
Band 1  1-5 marks 
 


 sentences are mostly simple or compound 


 compound sentences are linked or sequenced by conjunctions such as ‘and’ or ‘so’ 


 punctuation (full stops, commas, capital letters to demarcate sentences) is attempted 
where appropriate and with some accuracy 


 the spelling of simple words is usually accurate 


 control of tense and agreement is uneven 
 
Band 2  6-7 marks 
 


 sentences are varied and both compound and complex sentences are used 


 there is use of some subordination to achieve clarity and economy 


 some control of a range of punctuation, including the punctuation of direct speech 


 the spelling of simple and polysyllabic words is usually accurate 


 control of tense and agreement is generally secure 
 
Band 3  8-9 marks 
 


 a range of grammatical structures is used to vary the length and focus of sentences 


 simple, compound and complex sentences are used to achieve particular effects 


 a range of punctuation is used accurately to structure sentences and texts, 
sometimes to create deliberate effects, including parenthetic commas 


 most spelling, including that of irregular words, is usually correct 


 control of tense and agreement is secure 
 
Band 4  10-12 marks 
 


 there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence structures 


 there is a sophisticated use of simple, compound and complex sentences to achieve 
particular effects 


 accurate punctuation is used to vary pace, clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity and 
create deliberate effects 


 virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular words, is correct 


 tense changes are used confidently and purposefully 
 
 
It is presumed that candidates attaining Band 2 and above will have achieved the 
criteria listed in the previous band(s). Fine tuning of the mark within a band will be 
made on the basis of a 'best fit' procedure, weaknesses in some areas being 
compensated for by strengths in others 
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Additional task-specific guidance 
 
Good answers may include some of the following features: 
 


 clear and controlled expression 


 the best answers will be ambitious in style and expression and accuracy 


 a clear and coherent perspective (first or third person) 


 a logical structure 


 material linked effectively/some cohesion 


 relevant development of detail 


 close and well-selected detail on characters (e.g. their appearance/behaviour/ 


emotions/interactions with others) 


 skilful use of dialogue to develop plot/characterisation 


 a sense of relationship with the reader/awareness of positioning (may include 


humour/asides/questions/active or passive voice) 


 ability to move from the general to the particular (precision in observing the details 


relating to character or place) 


 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following: 
 


 expression lacks clarity and coherence (awkward expression) 


 errors are basic and/or numerous 


 content is thin and/or brief (lacks convincing development/substance) 


 uncertain sense of perspective 


 less secure sense of structure and uncertain sequencing (e.g. uneasy chronology) 


 a tendency for detail to be handled in isolation 


 description general and lacks close detail: 


a. physical description is generalised/formulaic with little development 


b. general and/or stereotyped description of characters 


 limited range of description (action driven – limited sense of reader) 


 limited or inappropriate use of dialogue 


 limited awareness of reader through structure/devices 
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Look at lines 50-79 
A4  What happens in these lines?  How do you react to what happens? [10] 
 


This question tests the ability to read with insight and engagement, to make appropriate 
references to texts and to sustain an interpretation. It also tests understanding of linguistic 
and structural devices. 
 


0 marks: nothing attempted or not worthy of credit. 
  


1-3 marks for those who make simple comments with occasional reference to the text, or 
copy unselectively.  These answers may struggle to engage with the question and/or the 
text. 
 


4-5 marks, according to quality, for those who make simple comments based on surface 
features of the text, and/or show awareness of more straightforward implicit meaning.  
 


6-7 marks, according to quality, for those who select and begin to analyse appropriate 
material from the text. These answers should show clear understanding of ‘what happens’ 
and at least begin to engage with the issue of personal response. 
 


8-10 marks, according to quality, for those who show clear, detailed understanding of the 
text.  They should also make a well-considered personal response.   
 


What happens? 


 the two boys are honest with each other / tell each other their plans for the future 


 the sight of the birds gives Ian an idea, a moment of inspiration 


 he exclaims that he knows what he wants do with his life/he is excited 


 Ian is convinced being a pilot is the ideal career choice and that no-one can object or 
disapprove 


 Pete chokes with laughter 


 Ian can’t see anything funny but Pete howls with laughter 


 Ian threatens to throw him overboard if he doesn’t reveal his plans 


 Pete announces he is not going to university and he wants to set up a fishing business for 
tourists 


 Ian feels angry and betrayed because Pete is not realising his potential / Ian is disappointed / 
disillusioned 


 Pete says he can’t leave because he loves it and it has everything he wants/he belongs in this 
remote landscape 


 Ian thinks it’s because it’s ‘all’ he knows / he ‘doesn’t even know what’s out there!’ 


 Ian is bitter and says people will think Pete is scared / he expected more of him 


 Pete says Ian cares too much about other people’s opinions and is doing something he doesn’t 
want to do ‘just to prove a point’ 


 Ian is ‘hot with anger’ and suggests he doesn’t know what Pete is talking about 


 Pete says then he must be ‘dumber’ that he thought and calmly tells him to ‘work it out’ 
 


Personal reaction 


 sadness as the two boys are going their separate ways 


 the cracks are appearing in the relationship 


 Ian is perhaps less mature and more emotional but he cares about his friend 


 Ian has ambition and wider horizons 


 Ian has expectations of his friend 


 Pete is less willing to take the risk of going into the wider world 


 Pete perhaps has more understanding of himself and of Ian 


 the realisation that Ian and Pete are different to each other 
 


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.   
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 
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Look at lines  28-49 
A3 What do you think about the friendship between Ian and Pete? [10] 
 
This question tests the ability to read with insight and engagement, to make appropriate references to texts 
and to sustain an interpretation. It also tests understanding of linguistic and structural devices. 
 
0 marks: nothing attempted or not worthy of credit. 
 
Give 1-3 marks to those who make simple comments with occasional reference to the text, or copy 
unselectively. 
 
Give 4-5 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on surface features 
of the text and/or show awareness of more straightforward implicit meanings.  
 
Give 6-7 marks, according to quality, to those who select and begin to analyse appropriate material 
from the text to reach a sensible understanding of the characters and their relationship. These 
answers should show understanding and some cohesion.   
 
Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who select appropriate material from the text to reach 
a well-considered and detailed response. The best answers should be thorough as well as evaluative, 
covering a range of points accurately. 
 
Analysis should be demonstrated partly through content and structure and partly through awareness of 
language. 
 
Some points that candidates may explore: 


 Ian asks Pete what his intentions are for the future 


 he ‘startles’ himself because he didn’t want to ask until he had made up his own mind 


 he does not want to be too influenced by Pete/he wants to be himself 


 Ian is ‘surprised’ when Pete says he has decided 


 he wants to know why he didn’t tell him 


 Pete says he was waiting for him to make up his own mind / doesn’t want to influence him 


 Ian says he wants to know because it might help him decide 


 Pete insists that Ian has to decide for himself 


 Ian begins to get annoyed and doesn’t want to ‘play games’ 


 when Ian gets a bite, Pete speaks ‘quietly’ 


 Ian is annoyed and perhaps embarrassed when the fish gets away 


 Pete is ‘generous’ and understanding (‘he knew exactly what to do’) 


 Ian’s heartbeat returns to normal and he feels better 


 he thinks it is fishing that makes it impossible to stay ‘wound up’ for long 


 
Personal Response: 


 the relationship is complex (even full of contradictions) 


 they seem like brothers 


 Pete is in charge / uneven power dynamic 


 they do confide in each other, and they don’t 


 they are close but want to be independent 


 Pete could seem thoughtful, sensitive and considerate (or possibly selfish or awkward) 


 Ian can get irritable and resentful / lacks patience 


 he seems embarrassed by losing the fish when Pete is present 


 Pete’s kind comment makes the peace - it’s about more than just losing the fish 


 there is a lot of ‘awkward emotion’ in this relationship 


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.   
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 
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